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Biodiversity and food webs

The Baltic Sea is home to about 2 700 macroscopic species and inmumesable smaler microscopic

species (HELCOM 2002, 2003 Aroursl § T00 of the macroscapic spechkes are found in the mow IN THIS SECTION
marine areas of the Battic Sea. in the Kattegat, while only arourad 300 species ocour in the Bogheian
whith is the most reshwaterinfluenced area, rellecting the effect of low salinity on the distribution Benthic habitots *
of many speches ol marine ongn (Figuee 5a)
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Mumber of macroscopsc taxa in the Baltic Sea within diferent species groups.
Basad on HELOOM {2012)
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The goal of the Baltic Sea Action Plan o 1o resch a Tevoossbés corservatson status of the Balic Sea
bicckwersy. HELCOM Recommendatons are nportant negranal agrsemants for achieving this goal,
For examphe, HELCOM countries have agreed to take measres Lo improve the status of species That
are thisstened according to the 2013 HELCOM Red List (HELCOM 2003} with the & n 10 achisve &
favourable consenmtion staius of all species by 2021 (HELCOM Becommendagion 372, 2018), Marine
Protected Arcas (MPAs) are important tools 1o conserse both species and habitads in the Baltic Sea,
gaprirssad through & HELCOM Recemmandation 1o anabiish on ecologicaly cohiaromn and allaciingy
managed network of HELCOM MPAs (HELCOM Recommendation 35,1, 2014),

The biodwersty sssesament bislds on work over many years o HELCOM 1o develop core indicsbors
te evakuate The status of FRportant species and species groups, alse including their abundance, detri-
bertion, produttivity, of physiclogical and demographic characteristics (HELCOM 2013). Hithertn,
ek regionally soresd Basdiversity core indicaton Rave Bean made cparational and are includad in
this assessmant. The astessment is a milestons in the continuows devalopment, with the kong temm
aim of the HELCOM counries to mcremantally improwing the regional assessment By including mane
aspaces of teodiversity

Wikile the biodiversily assessment has been conssderably sizengihensd since 1M mitial holsts




